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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTTQN 




1. Field of the Invention 

The present Invention relates to a method and apparatus for the control 
5 of a subscriber identity module in a data communication system, preferably a mobile telephone 
network. 

.sssx. 

*P 2. Description of the Background Art 

r: In a mobile communication system, system subscriber data are stored in 

l(g a unit or device specially designed for data management. For instance, in a GSM system such 
U a device is the home location register (HLR). Stored in the HLR are certain parameters 
fy related to the subscriber or subscription, such as the mobile subscriber international ISDN 
~ number (MSISDN) and the international mobile subscriber identification (IMSI) code. 

In practice, the capacity of a single physical home location register is limited. For 
15 example, the home location register devices used in GSM systems can typically handle about 
200,000 to 300,000 customers. Therefore, large operators require at least several home 
location register devices. 

The data contained in the subscriber identity module that is used in a mobile 
communication system includes the same data that are stored in the home location register. In 
20 addition to that data, the subscriber identity module contains a secret key Kj used for 
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encryption of wireless or radio communications and for authentication of the mobile station. 
The data are generally added at the last stage of production of the subscriber identity module in 
conjunction with its personalization. After such personalization, changing that data is either 
very difficult or impossible. 

Nevertheless, the customer may lose his/her subscriber identity module, or the 
module may be damaged. Therefore, the operator must store subscriber identity modules suited 
for all home location registers at each customer service point if the operator wishes to provide 
flexible and full service operations for the renewal, reconstitution and control of subscriber 
identity modules. If the operator has, by way of example, 20 home location registers in its mobile 
communication system, then the customer service points must have an assortment of 20 
subscriber identity modules containing different data. This gives rise to a distinct logistical 
problem as well as problems of efficiency concerning invested capital in the maintained 
subscriber identity modules. 
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OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE TNVRNTTON 

It is accordingly the desideratum of the present invention to eliminate the 
difficulties and drawbacks inherent in prior art systems as described above. It is a specific 
object of the invention to present a new manner of procedure for the control of subscriber 
identity modules in a data communication system. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide an apparatus that can be used to 
readily change the data in a subscriber identity module and thereby implement flexible 
maintenance and control of the module. 

Another object of the invention is to give the operator a chance to improve 
customer service, specifically by improving its capabilities to the readily change or modify 
existing subscriber identity modules and to replace damaged modules. 

The inventive method for the control of a subscriber identity module, which 
contains or stores a subscriber identity code and a secret key, is carried out in a data 
communication system, such as the preferred mobile communication network, wherein the 
system or network comprises a subscriber register for the maintenance of a subscriber identity 
module register, a message transmission system for the transmission of messages in the mobile 
communication network, and a mobile station to which the subscriber identity module is 
connected. In accordance with the method, a record is created in the subscriber register when 
the first subscription for a subscriber is opened, said record comprising a call number specific 
to the subscription, an encryption code and a subscriber identity code associated with the 
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subscription. Services specified for the particular subscriber in the mobile communication 
network can also be stored in a home location register. The home location register is 
preferably a register in a GSM mobile communication network and contains subscriber specific 
information relating to subscriber right of use and to permitted or available functions. When 
the subscriber enters the geographical area of a mobile communication switching center, the 
mobile station reports to its visitor location register (VLR) . The mobile communication 
switching center then fetches the subscriber data from the subscriber's home location register 
and sends them to the visitor location register of its own area and simultaneously updates the 
location data for the subscriber. 

As was mentioned hereinabove, large mobile communication networks typically 
comprise multiple home location registers. Furthermore, the range of subscriber identity codes 
(IMSI) of a single home location register can be divided into several sections which means 
that, insofar as control of subscriber identity modules, a single physical subscriber register 
device may comprise at least several subscriber registers (containing different INSI ranges). 

In accordance with the inventive method, a second subscription associated with 
the subscriber identity module is opened. At the same time, a record comprising the call 
number, subscriber identity code and key corresponding to the second subscription is created 
in a subscriber register, which is generally different from the home location register containing 
the record for the first subscription. A message comprising an instruction for changing the data 
for the first subscription in the subscriber identity module is then sent to the first subscription 
and further to the subscriber identity module and, based on the message, the data for the first 
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subscription as stored in the subscriber identity module are changed to the data for the second 
subscription. As a result, the subscriber identity module and the mobile station to which the 
subscriber identity module is connected will thereafter function in accordance with the services 
and permitted functions as defined for the second subscription. 

By way of comparison with prior art, the present invention advantageously 
permits significantly simplified control of subscriber identity modules in even very large 
mobile communication systems. 

A further advantage of the present invention is that the operator of the mobile 
communication network can avoid the logistical problems caused by the unavoidable use of 
multiple different subscriber identity modules. Moreover, the procedure of the invention 
allows for better and faster customer service in respect of the maintainance, reprogramming 
and replacement of subscriber identity modules. 

In one embodiment of the invention, a message is received and the data are 
changed when the mobile station is switched on for the first time with the subscriber identity 
module connected to the mobile station. Upon receipt of the message, an acknowledgement of 
receipt is sent by the mobile station. Based on this acknowledgement, the mobile 
communication system removes the first subscription from the data communication system and 
from the home location register. It is also within the scope and contemplation of the invention 
for the mobile station to send the acknowledgement only after the subscriber identity module 
has processed the message -- as contrasted with immediately upon its receipt of the message --, 
thus assuring that the data in the subscriber identity module have been successfully changed. 



By Express Mail # EL434903734US 



In an embodiment of the present invention, the system waits for an 
acknowledgement from the mobile station of its receipt of the message for a predetermined 
period of time, as for example 24 hrs and, if no acknowledgement is received within this 
period, the message is sent again. The new message may also be addressed or sent to both the 
5 first and second subscriptions, since it is possible that the data in the subscriber identity 
module have already been changed but that no acknowledgement was sent before the mobile 
station lost its connection with the network. This procedure accordingly guarantees that the 
p mobile station and the subscriber identity module will receive the message that was sent and, 
=P based on that message, will carry out the changes in the subscriber identity module and thereby 
1(F assure that the subscriber data in the mobile communication system remains up to date, 
jj* In an embodiment of the invention, the acknowledgement of receipt of the 

H message can be defined as the occurrence of a mobile station corresponding to or identified by 
ru the second subscription being attached to the system (i.e. an IMSI attach). In conjunction with 
j: such confirmation of the change of the data in the subscriber identity module, the subscriber 
15 identity code corresponding to the first subscription is deleted from the subscriber identity 
module. In addition, the temporary mobile subscriber identity (TMSI) code can be deleted. 

In accordance with the inventive apparatus, the data communication system of the 
invention, such as the preferred mobile communication network, comprises a control device 
which includes means for opening a second subscription associated with the subscriber identity 
20 module, and means for creating a record in the subscriber register, the record comprising the 
call number, subscriber identity code and key corresponding to the second subscription. The 
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data communication system further comprises means for generating a message to be sent to the 
first subscription, said message containing an instruction for changing the data corresponding 
to the first subscription in the subscriber identity module, and means for changing the data 
corresponding to the first subscription as stored in the subscriber identity module into the data 
corresponding to the second subscription. 

The control device is preferably disposed in conjunction with the billing and 
customer control system in the data communication system or mobile communication network. 
In addition, the message transmission system used in the network or system of the invention 
may be a short message system. 

Other objects and features of the present invention will become apparent from 
the following detailed description considered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 
It is to be understood, however, that the drawings are designed solely for purposes of 
illustration and not as a definition of the limits of the invention, for which reference should be 
made to the appended claims. It should be further understood that the drawings are not 
necessarily drawn to scale and that, unless otherwise indicated, they are merely intended to 
conceptually illustrate the structures and procedures described herein. 
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BRIEF DESCR IPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The single drawing figure diagrammatically depicts a data communication 
system in accordance with the inventive apparatus, and in which the inventive method may be 
5 practiced. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE CURRENTLY-PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



The data communication system shown in the drawing, preferably a 
GSM system, comprises a mobile station MS, a subscriber identity module SIM connected too 
the mobile station and, in the mobile station, means 5 for changing the data stored in the 
subscriber identity module SIM from that of or corresponding to the first subscription to that of 
or corresponding to the second subscription. In the mobile station, the data changing means 5 
is preferably implemented as a part of the controller of the subscriber identity mobile SIM or 
as a part of the subscriber identity module itself. 

The data communication system shown in the drawing further comprises a short- 
message switching center SMSC and a base station controller BSC. The base station controller 
includes a plurality of associated home location registers HLR1, HLR2, two such home 
location registers being depicted by way of illustrative example although, as will be 
appreciated, the number of home location registers will vary as a function of the number of 
subscribers to the data communication system. 

The communication system presented in the drawing further comprises a control 
device 1 disposed, for example, in conjunction with the billing and customer control system 
(not shown). An agency apparatus 6 is also provided at an agency that sells subscriptions to 
the communication system; the apparatus 6 is used to transmit each new subscriber's service 
and function data to the data communication system. In the drawing, the signaling that takes 
place between the various devices is represented by arrows, with the arrowhead direction 
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indicating the signaling direction. 

The control device 1 comprises means 2 for opening a second subscription, 
means 3 for creating a record in the subscriber register, and means 4 for generating a message 
to be sent over the communication system to the first and/or second subscription. These means 
2, 3, 4 may, as is preferred, be implemented in one and the same computer or processing 
device which is provided with suitable software for carrying out the aforementioned functions 
and with an appropriate interface for connecting the computer to the mobile communication 
network 7. With this arrangement, the properties and operational functions of the means 2, 3, 
4 can be flexibly altered by simply changing the software used in the computer. 

With reference to the drawing, by way of example and in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, the agency or other seller of the subscription provides 
or identifies to the system the international mobile station identity (IMSI) code of the 
subscriber identity module and the international telephone number of the subscription. This 
number pair is transmitted via the agency apparatus 6 to the control device 1. The control 
device 1 then opens in the billing and customer control system two subscriptions whose 
parameters are (IMSI1, MSISDNx, K,) and (IMSI2, MSISDN, K,), where IMSI is the 
subscriber identity code, MSISDN is the subscriber's international telephone number, and 1^ is 
the subscriber's secret key used for encryption of radio communication and for authentication 
of the mobile station. Based on the function, records are also created in the first subscriber 
register HLR1 and the second subscriber register HLR2, respectively. In this example, the 
subscription corresponding to the first subscriber identity code IMSI1 contains only one 
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service, namely the short-message service. For the subscription corresponding to the second 
subscriber identity code 1M5I2, all of the services chosen by the subscriber are activated and 
corresponding information is sent to the control device 1 via the agency device 6. 

Once the two subscriptions have been opened, the control device 1 of the 
invention sends a short message SMS corresponding to the MSISDNx telephone number to the 
first subscription via the short-message switching center SMSC. After the short message has 
been sent by the short-message switching center and received by the mobile station to which 
the subscriber identity module is connected, the IMSI1 code stored in the subscriber identity 
module SIM of the subscriber's mobile station is changed to the value IMSI2, and the initially- 
stored ISMS1 and TIMSI codes in the subscriber identity module are deleted. When the 
mobile station is then switched off and again switched on, the data in the subscriber identity 
module will be that corresponding to the second subscription, i.e. the subscription for which 
the subscriber identity code is IMS 12 and for which the international telephone number is 
MSISDN. 

The mobile station also sends over the communication system an 
acknowledgement of its receipt of the short message and, when that acknowledgement is 
received by the inventive control device 1, the control device deletes the data corresponding to 
the first subscription from the billing and customer control system. As will be apparent, 
however, it is possible in such circumstances that the subscriber's mobile station is switched 
off before the acknowledgement has been sent and the data changed, in which case the rest of 
the communication system will not know that the subscription data has been changed. In 
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recognition of this possibility, in a modified embodiment of the invention the control device is 
provided with a timeout period during which it monitors for receipt of the acknowledgement 
from the mobile station. If no acknowledgement has been received within the predetermined 
timeout period, e.g. for 24 hours, then a short message is sent to the mobile station number 
MSISDN that corresponds to the second subscription. When an acknowledgement to either of 
the messages is thereafter received, then at that time and based on that acknowledgement the 
data corresponding to the first subscription are deleted from the billing and control system. 

It is further possible that the deletion of data occur as a consequence of an action 
carried out by another customer or subscriber or by a terminal device held by another 
customer. One way in which this may take place is, by way of illustrative example, in 
response to a first attachment (i.e. an IMSI attach) of another subscription received in the 
mobile communication network, of which notice is transmitted to the service control device. 

Thus, and as should now be apparent, the inventive solutions is based on the 
combined use of prior-art short messages, a subscriber register and a billing and customer 
control system. In this manner there is created an operations model in accordance with which 
the system operator need order and maintain only a single type of subscriber identity modules 
while maintaining the ability to offer flexible card change services at all customer service 
points. The invention further contemplates the use of other like and equivalent methods and 
arrangements in a mobile communication network for transmission of the messages to the 
subscriber identity modules. 
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While there have shown and described and pointed out fundamental novel 
features of the invention as applied to preferred embodiments thereof, it will be understood 
that various omissions and substitutions and changes in the form and details of the methods 
disclosed and devices illustrated, and in their operation, may be made by those skilled in the 
art without departing from the spirit of the invention. For example, it is expressly intended 
that all combinations of those elements and/or method steps which perform substantially the 
same function in substantially the same way to achieve the same results are within the scope of 
the invention. Moreover, it should be recognized that structures and/or elements and/or 
method steps shown and/or described in connection with any disclosed form or embodiment of 
the invention may be incorporated in any other disclosed or described or suggested form or 
embodiment as a general matter of design choice. It is the intention, therefore, to be limited 
only as indicated by the scope of the claims appended hereto. 
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